
Calathea Goeppertia makoyana Fact sheet

LIGHT bright, no midday sun

Bright without direct sun, in summer at a 
shady window or one with morning sun. If it's 
too dark, the pattern fades.

WATER plenty

Keep evenly moist: water as soon as the sur­
face starts to dry – as a rule of thumb, check 
several times a week in summer. Ideally rain­
water. More sparingly in winter, never let it dry 
out completely.

HUMIDITY high

High, about 60 %. A gravel tray, a group of 
plants or a bright bathroom – dry, heated air 
gives brown leaf tips.

TEMPERATURE

16–21 °C. No draughts and no sudden tempera­
ture changes.

SOIL

Peat-free houseplant soil or multipurpose com­
post with about 10 % grit.

FEEDING

Spring to early autumn once a month with liq­
uid fertiliser, none in winter.

REPOTTING est. 9 → 19 cm

In spring, once the clump fills the pot – as a 
rule of thumb every 1–3 years, only one or two 
sizes bigger.

HEIGHT
up to approx. 60 cm tall, 
30 cm wide · upright

GROWTH medium

TOXICITY

Humans: non-toxic Cats: non-toxic

Dogs: non-toxic
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Calathea Goeppertia makoyana Symptoms & help

TOO LITTLE TOO MUCH

W
a
te
r Leaves hang limp, curl up or turn yellow.

→ Water thoroughly and then keep the soil evenly moist – 
never let it dry out completely, even in winter.

Yellow leaves, water-soaked patches on the leaves, rotting 
roots or stems.
→ Water less often, empty the cachepot, let the surface dry 
out in winter; check the roots.

L
ig
h
t Hardly grows, the leaf pattern fades.

→ Move it somewhere brighter, e.g. to a shady window or 
one with morning sun, in winter also to a sunny one.

Leaves turn yellowish or scorched.
→ Move it out of direct sun, somewhere bright and shaded.

F
er
ti
li
se
r Leaves turn yellowish.

→ From spring to early autumn feed once a month with liq­
uid fertiliser.

Leaf tips and edges turn brown and die back.
→ Feed less often or at a weaker dose.

W
a
rm

th Leaves droop or curl – often after cold or draughts.
→ Move it somewhere warmer and draught-free, not below 
16 °C, avoid sudden temperature changes.

WHAT IT DOES FOR YOU

Patterned leaves like peacock feathers that fold up 
in the evening and open again in the morning. Non-
toxic for cats, dogs and children.

CAUTION

Non-toxic, but sensitive: it reacts to dry air, draughts 
and fluoride in tap water with brown leaf edges. 
Still, it doesn't belong in children's hands.
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